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             Meeting Minutes

Corona del Mar Business Improvement District 

General Assembly

May 25, 2006

Board Members Present:
John Blom / Sharon Dawson / Philip Greenberg / Bernie Svalstad 

       Staff / Volunteers:
Linda Leonhard / Val Skoro / Ed Selich 

      Guests: 


Nancy Gardner

I. 
Call to Order at 7:50 AM 

II. 
Minutes of the last meeting  
Minutes from 4/27/06 meeting -  approved

III. 
Public Comments

· Nancy Gardner announced that she is running for the City Council seat.  She is the co-chair of the General Plan Advisory Committee; started the Surfrider Newport Beach chapter and works on coastal bay water quality.  Ms Gardner believes she would be a very active council member involved and in support of improvements to Corona del Mar.

· Ed said that Mark Schulein will volunteer the paint if the owner will paint/spruce up the Port Theater.  Ed emailed the property owner but has had no response.  Ed plans to propose the City Council write an ordinance to help prevent the neglect and deterioration of commercial property by the owner.  Phil said that the owner is now asking $6.5 million for this property.

· Ed advised that the Planning Commission is considering a 9 unit residential building on the vacant lot next to Gallo’s.

IV. 
Medians

· John asked for feedback on the low voltage lights on the dolphins.  Bollard lights are ordered for the palms.  A comment was made that stepping stones are needed to minimize the damage to the ground cover around the dolphins.

· The 6/13/06 City Council meeting will include an item to approve the contract for the crosswalk at Orchid.  The Iris crosswalk is not in the budget yet but we still need to work on getting it in.

· Ed said that the city staff proposed budget includes completion of the medians through Corona del Mar.  

V. 
Vision Plan

· Ed, Bernie and John met with the city to decide on the materials for the sidewalk treatments.  No decisitions were made.  Peridian International is working on a concept for the sidewalks. 

· It was suggested that the Marguerite intersection area be used as the “example area”.  New lights poles, sidewalks, etc. could be installed there so everyone could see what it looks like.

VI. 
Christmas Décor

· Val suggested that the BID upgrade the lighting this year with lights wrapping the large palms and an additional lighted deer.  This would increase the budget to $29,842.83 from its current $22,000.00.  This was discussed and it was agreed that the lighted palms were desired but it will depend on the BID’s budget.  This item is to be further discussed next month when Scott is present and can update the committee on the budget.

VII. 
CdM Chamber

· Karen Carlson contacted the Chamber to purchase a new bench to replace the current one at the Post Office.  John said that he has one of the old wooden benches at his office that he will donate.  She should call Marie Knight at the city to get them to install it.

· The Chamber has an open board seat.

· Beautification Award was discussed.  No recommendations for the award were made.  Table this award for later.

· There will be a BID table at the CdM 5K – next to the CdM Residents’ Assoc. table.

VIII. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:55 AM
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