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             Meeting Minutes

Corona del Mar Business Improvement District 

General Assembly

April 26, 2006

Board Members Present:
John Blom / Sharon Dawson / Philip Greenberg / BJ Johnson / Bernie Svalstad / Mark Schulein  / Chip Stassel

       Staff / Volunteers:
Scott Palmer / George Berger / Linda Leonhard / Val Skoro / Ed Selich / Mike Sinacori

      Guests: 


Sabrina Dagostino / David Muller / Roger Martin / Scott & Leslie Bergey / Michael Roberts

I. 
Call to Order at 7:30 AM 

II. 
Minutes of the last meeting  
Minutes from 3/23/06 meeting was approved

III. 
Public Comments

· Roger Martin, CdM resident, asked if the City has ever done a study on one-way streets.  Discussion covered possible test streets; how to get a consensus of the residents, etc.

· Scott Bergey, CdM resident, said that he noticed many uncovered trash cans during his walks through town.  George will alert the proper city department on this issue.

· Roger asked if a 4 way stop sign could be installed at Heliotrope and 1st.  He was referred to the CdM Residents’ Assoc. to pursue that idea.

· Scott said that some businesses are not maintaining their storefronts and wanted to know what could be done to get them improved.  Ed suggested that the City Council could tighten its ordinances covering keeping business property neat and clean.  Discussion followed on peer pressure vs. City ordinances and a sidewalk/storefront clean up program sponsored by the Chamber.  A campaign could be developed to create a positive environment for business to improve.

IV. 
OC Cruiser

· David Muller introduced a new beach transit system, OC Cruiser. www.occruiser.com  949-CRUISER

· As Executive Director of the Newport Nautical Museum he is overseeing the museum’s move to the Fun Zone and has many traffic concerns for that location.  This new system is planned to transfer tourists from the hotels to the beaches and other entertainment venues.  The buses are small – capacity is 26 seated and 10 standing – and are designed like the old California woody station wagons, with surf boards on the roof.

· They will start with 3 routes and would like feed back from the BID on where the stops should be in Corona del Mar.  Fares will be $5.00 per trip or $8.00 all day.  There will be 2 and 3-day tickets also.  

· Scott suggested that they negotiate with OCTA to share their bus stops.

V. 
Medians

· Mike reported that the light in Bandera’s’ parking lot  was damaged by the contractor and they will have to dig up part of the parking lot to fix it.  This will be done.

· The conduit is in.  They are working on the electrical now and plan to be finished in 2 – 3 weeks.  They also are putting a 2nd plug on the other Marguerite median.  Rosemary will be re-planted after the construction

VI. 
Crosswalks

· One suggestion was to move the crosswalk from Iris to Jasmine.

VII. 
City Report

· The Development Review Committee received a request from an auto detail business to install a non-permanent building on the vacant lot next to Gallo’s.  Committee members will contact the applicant, Jay Yeom, 213-268-9968 for further information.

VIII. 
Vision Plan

· Centennial Plaza -  Bernie and Wade met with Dan Sereno and Mark Harmon from the City to clarify the landscaping at Centennial Plaza.  The City will maintain the Plaza area – litter, grounds maintenance, etc. 5 days a week with special attention to Friday and Monday (before and after the Farmer’s Market) also they will pressure wash the area once a month and maintain the dolphins and groundcover in the medians.  The BID will be responsible for plant/color changes 4 times a year (8 flats each time) at the Plaza at a cost of $640.00.

· Motion  -  Bernie to be authorized to enter into a contract with the City of Newport Beach for 4 color changes/plantings at Centennial Plaza each year at a cost of $640.00.  Seconded and passed unanimously.

· Vision Plan – sidewalk enhancement ideas discussed – material – design – colors – etc.  Ed said he would ask another company to look into this for us and designate some materials, etc. 

IX. 
Administration/Financial Report

· Currently there is $57,687.53 in the bank.

· 13% are due and unpaid and 5% are overdue

X. 
CdM Chamber

· Linda discussed the web page and beautification award.

· Starting a corporate membership benefit program
XI. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:13 AM
1
1

