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             Meeting Minutes

Corona del Mar Business Improvement District 

General Assembly

March 17, 2004
Committee Members Present:

John Blom / Wade Roberts / BJ Johnson  / Sharon Dawson / Keith Dawson / Mark Schulein / Bernie Svalstad

       Ex Officio:  


Scott Palmer

Volunteers / Guests / Residents: 

Val Skoro/ Chip Stassel / Linda Leonhard

I. Introductions / Announcements:

· Call to Order at 7:35 AM. 

· Scott reminded the committee that we do not have a Treasurer since Laurie Trottier resigned.  Wade volunteered to accept this position.  Bernie moved to approve Wad as the treasurer.  Sharon seconded.  Motion passed.

· Sharon asked if the Advisory Committee should send a congratulatory letter to Chuck DeVore on his win in the recent Primary election.  There was discussion and the committee members agreed that letters to Chuck DeVore and John Campbell should go out.  Sharon will write them and send them out.

II. Approval of Minutes:

· Minutes from the last Meeting were approved.
III.
Nominations for open Advisory Committee seat:

· Sharon reported that she spoke to John Secretan of Zinc and he stated that he was too busy with his business at this time to serve on the committee; Jessica Carter of Inkwells is out of town for the month of March.  However, Chip Stassel indicated he would like to be considered for the open seat.

· The election will be held at the next Advisory Committee meeting.  The slate of candidates will be emailed (right now the slate consists of one name).  If there are any other names to be included on the slate, get them to Sharon right away.

IV.
Relinquishment Report:  
John Blom

· John spoke to the Daily Pilot about the upcoming relinquishment issue and they will carefully check any letters to the editor for factual errors.

· Keith advised the committee on his telephone conversation with Don Webb.  Don supports the BID and the Vision Plan; however, he has some concerns:

· Liability issues  

· Maintenance costs

· Cal Trans being taken “off the hook”

However, on the liability issue, Don mentioned that the City took MacArthur Blvd from CalTrans and the experience has been a good one.  

· John spoke to Tod Ridgeway and he is not supportive because he does not think Cal Trans is offering enough money.  Also, he is concerned that Cal Trans will pass on a drainage issue on this stretch of highway to the City.

· There was discussion among the committee members about conversations some of them had with individual council members.  

· John stated that the city council vote could be influenced by the volume of residents present in the council chambers next week at the meeting.  Ed Selich is going to get a copy of the preliminary staff report today and let John know about any potential problems.  The city staff will be neutral on this as they view it as a political decision. 

· Individuals who have agreed to speak are:

· Debra Allen




· Gary Nauman



· Charlie Masters



· Tina Hoover





· Bud Rasner




· Ray Kennedy



· Rich Lewis




· Chip Stassel

· Tim Miner

· Royal Radke

· BJ will ask Jan DeBay.  BJ will get Evelyn Hart’s telephone number for John Blom to call.

· Each Advisory Committee member agreed to bring, at least, 5 other people to the meeting; however, more is better. 

V. 
BID Project Oversight Reports:

A.  Medians

Bernie Svalstad

· Shawn Crumby at the city told Bernie that Cal Trans rejected the median plans – no trees & median width were the primary reasons.  The plans are back at the consultant and should be ready 4/1.  Bernie and Wade will investigate when the landscaping details (types of plants, etc.) are to be added to the plan for approval.  The city plans to fight CalTrans for what they want since Mariners Mile medians were allowed to have trees.

B.  Landscaping

Wade Roberts

· All backflow valves have been certified and some replacements were made.  Wade and his assistant will walk CdM to check that all the valves are working.  

C.  Signage Ordinance
BJ Johnson

· A public forum was held at the Newport Beach library.  Several sign companies attended but attendance was sparse for business property owners.

D.  Centennial

Bernie Svalstad


· The Centennial Foundation has $42,128.00.  Additional fund raising is going on.  
· Planning for the Time Capsule continues.  Area is now at Marguerite and Coast Highway.  The clock tower concept is being designed and cost is estimated around $50,000.
· Jan Billings plans for the schools’ involvement is progressing.
· An Art Walk is planned for 7/17 to kick off the Centennial
VI. 
Chamber Report: 
Linda Leonard

· Linda presented John Blom with the Beautification Award.

· CdM 5K promotion tables are on sale

· Fashion show on 5/18 “100 Years of Fashion” to be held at 5 Crowns $45.00 per person

· Classic Car Show on 9/19 at Los Trancos lot

· Charisma is sponsoring next blender on 3/30

· 4/15 is the deadline for advertising in the newsletter

· On-line business directory is now live.

VII.
Administration and Budget Report:
Scott Palmer

· $149,262.78 in the bank.  Member assessments received this year are $58,049.23 with 24% of members unpaid

· Please review business addresses on the last page of the report and let Scott know of any changes or new business at those locations.

VIII. 
City Report:

George Berger

· No report

IX. 
Meeting adjourned 9:15 AM
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